Experimental 4-Hydroxybenzoylhydrazine (0.31 g, 2 mmol) and pyruvic acid (0.16 g, 2 mmol) were heated in ethanol (100 ml) for 3 h in an attemp to synthesize a Schiff base. Slow cooling of the filtered solution gave crystals of the hydrazide.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 12 N 2 O 4 , the two benzene rings make a dihedral angle of 84.53 (8) . O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link adjacent molecules into a layer structure.
Related literature
For the unsubstituted parent compound, 1,2-dibenzoylhydrazine, see: Shanmuga Sundara Raj et al. (2000) . For the 2hydroxy substituted compound, 1,2-disalicyloylhydrazine, see: Chen et al. (2008) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 3 2 ; Ày þ 1; z þ 1 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 3 2 ; Ày þ 2; z À 1 2 ; (iii) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 3 2 ; Àz þ 1.
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